
 

 

 

 

 Wishing you all a 

belated Happy Holidays. 

2020 was most certainly an annus 

horibillis and I know we are all hoping that 

2021 will bring forth a miracle vaccine so 

we can get back to normal.  I can only 

mention here the challenges our School 

has faced this year and hope that you 

have all come through unscathed.  

Maureen Cussans saw the end of her 

tenure at Kenton via an online speech day 

from the UK, and Sally Weston joined the 

School for the start of an academic year 

no one could have foretold. 

Welcome Sally.  

As I sit in my beautiful garden reflecting 

back on an incredible four months, I 

realise what a unique time I have had. 

Never did I think when I visited Kenton in 

February for interview that the world 

would shut down shortly afterwards and 

the next time I would be stepping foot 

onto Kenyan soil would be in August; face 

mask and visor firmly in place ready and 

raring to start this next chapter of my life 

on a new continent, a new country, a new 

school in the midst of a global pandemic. 

The first challenge was just getting into 

Kenya. After waving goodbye to my 

  

 

 

 

 

 

shipping back in July, emotional 

goodbyes to Shrewsbury and Thailand my 

home for the last 13 years; a COVID test, 

flight cancellations and delays which 

meant more COVID tests, I must admit to 

shedding tears of relief when I walked out 

of Nairobi airport to see Susan Mungai 

standing there with a ‘Welcome to Kenton’ 

sign. It was real and I had actually made it 

in the strangest of times. 

Walking around the magnificent grounds 

of Kenton during our 10 days of 

quarantine, I kept pinching myself that 

this was my new home and school. I had 

the added bonus of a resident Jack 

Russell in my house, an aged gent who I 

bonded with immediately and will soon be 

starring in the school production of The 

Wizard of Oz! 

Starting the term as a new Head teacher 

with no children in school was slightly 

surreal! It did mean that I had the 

opportunity and time to get to know our 

amazing teaching, admin and auxiliary 

staff. Everyone was going through 

different emotions and challenges both 

personal and professional but the strong 

supportive community was immediately 

evident. I met all of the pupils via Zoom 

and got used to recording assemblies 

and messages as I had done in Thailand. I 

even dressed up as an Egyptian mummy 

(by wrapping myself in toilet roll) and 

dancing around my living room (much to 

my dogs’ confusion) for Year 3’s Ancient 

Egyptian Day. 
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I met many parents through their car 

windows during resource collections. I 

never imagined I would spend so much of 

my first few weeks at Kenton in the Car 

Park!  I asked the teachers ‘to go the extra 

mile’ in my first staff meeting and they 

have certainly done that, day in day out 

providing creative and engaging online 

lessons for the pupils, supporting each 

other and being positive and patient (our 2 

values of Michaelmas Term). 

We progressed our re opening planning in 

light of the rumours that we could be 

allowed to welcome children physically 

back into school after October half term. 

The COVID Committee had already done a 

huge amount of work prior to my arrival 

and it was a matter of pulling everything 

together into Safe Return Handbooks, 

training teachers and all staff on systems 

and protocols, measuring distances 

between bottoms on seats to ensure 

social distancing; installing new 

handwashing facilities and a lot of hand 

sanitizer! We were ready and excited and 

then received the news we had been 

dreading that we would not be allowed to 

re-open after all. This was hugely 

disappointing to us all, myself especially 

as I was and continue to be desperate to 

actually meet the pupils in person. 

Everyone coped with the disappointment 

with stoic acceptance and continued 

online. 

We were eventually allowed to welcome 

Year 8 pupils physically back into school 

and I cannot tell you how wonderful it was 

to meet them in person, hear their 

laughter and chatter at break and 

lunchtimes and finally experience the 

‘shell ringing’ to signify changeover of 

lessons. I have had the absolute pleasure 

of working with the Permanent Prefects 

and Heads of School and they are a 

phenomenal group of young people with 

passion, enthusiasm and ideas galore. 

They will be transforming the bottom 

section of my garden into a mini organic 

farm to help younger pupils understand 

where food comes from, how to grow it 

and eventually harvest and cook it, there 

will be an outdoor kitchen as well. This 

will form their legacy to Kenton in what 

has been a very disrupted final year for 

them. They have also made a brilliant 

‘Welcome to Kenton’ video for Year 2 

pupils who have yet to step foot onto 

campus and are beyond excited to be 

doing so in January! The Year 8’s have 

embraced the ‘new norms’ and the 

changes this has necessitated in their day 

to day schooling with ease. They are true 

examples of what outstanding young 

people Kenton produces. 

A new project has emerged for me after 

asking a simple question about why 

Kenton’s colours are purple and white. I 

was thrilled to find out that it relates to 

Finlay Cramb, the founding Headmaster 

and his military service and him being 

awarded the Military Cross in the First 

World War. One of my passions and deep 

interests is WW1 and (in pre COVID times) 

could often be found exploring the 

battlefields, maps and war diaries in hand 

and even on occasion crawling down into 

possible underground dugouts or down 

into trench systems (always with highly 

experienced colleagues following safety 

protocols) to research individual soldiers, 

or regiments for families and indeed TV 

programmes. My aim now with the help of 

my military historian friends is to re trace 

Crambs actions and indeed as far as 

possible (if it is possible) to walk in his 

footsteps as we approach our centenary. 

The latest Kenton Head teacher following 

in the footsteps of the founding 

Headmaster a hundred years apart should 

make for a fantastic story and one I am 

very keen to undertake. 

So after one incredibly unique term, this 

has definitely been one of the best 

decisions I have ever made to move to 



Kenya, to join such a wonderful school, to 

build on the incredible legacy of Maureen 

Cussans and lead the school into its next 

100 years.    Sally Weston 

The Kenton Staff certainly did go the ‘extra 

mile’.  Online teaching doesn’t just ‘happen’; 

and I have been inspired by all the Kenton 

staff who came together for the sake of 

their students keeping them engaged and 

learning during these months. 

SO WHAT DID KENTON STUDENTS GET UP 

TO MICHAELMAS TERM 2020: -  

September & October 2020 – Virtual Open 

Days for UK schools were held online. 

YEAR 2 practiced Capital Letters and full 

stops.  Year 2 learnt about homes & houses 

around the World.  The students designed 

their own homes and sent in the photos. 

Year 2 Science – Healthy eating.  Year 2C 

encouraged to make their own healthy and 

creative snacks. Year 2 looked at ‘growing’ 

and learnt that their arm span is the same as 

their height. Year 2 also learnt about maps. 

Year 2 studied Coat of Arms and made 

shields as part of their “Houses, Homes and 

Castle topic”. Year 2 Science, looked at 

particles that make a solid, liquid or gas 

YEAR 3 sent in some wonderfully 

descriptive phrases about animal pictures.  

Summer English competition “movie making 

challenge’ produced incredible movies. Mr. 

Scott followed this with ‘Create your 

Newspaper Article’.  Year 3 Egyptian Day – 

students found out about Hieroglyphics and 

wrote secret messages to each other.  They 

even had a visit for a Mummified Teacher!! 

Year 3 Math project – pupils could write and 

read big numbers.  Working on populations 

of different African countries. As part of 

their project on Ancient Egypt students 

studied Pyramids. Year 3 researched 

physical and human features in European 

countries. Their morning project included 

looking at different countries.  Pupils made 

some food dishes, animals, homes or 

landmarks from countries around the 

World. Year 3 acquired skills to make 

Christmas cards and shared their designs 

online via QR scanners. Year 3 also took part 

in a range of science experiments and 

investigations including picking up ice cubes, 

playing with density and exploring wildlife 

and wilderness around them. 

YEAR 4 studied the Tudors and the Battle of 

Bosworth. Year 4 had science fun mornings 

exploring different science experiments and 

demonstrations. Ten experiments to choose 

from ranging from making corn flour slime 

to making magic floating eggs.  

Junior School, Year 2, 3 & 4, Art Gallery 

produced quality of works that warranted 

online displays accessed by QR scanning. 

Early December winners of the Junior 

Writing completion was announced and 

shared online. 

YEAR 5 Science – test friction of different 

surfaces at home. Students also learnt ways 

to grow and care for plants.     Year 5 learnt 

about the Solar system and had fun acting 

out a play about different astronomers and 

how they came to know that the earth 

travels around the sun, and not the other 

way round. Early December Year 5 made 

their own Balloon-powered cars.  Engaging 

in some STEM activities (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math), their 

first task was to design and construct a car 



that is powered by a balloon, and test how 

far it could travel.  They then made their 

cars move more efficiently by reducing air 

resistance and friction as they had been 

learning in their lessons. 

YEAR 6 welcomed a guest speaker to their 

TPR lesson who talked about what you 

could find in a synagogue.  Pupils were 

invited to research key object such as 

eternal flame, the Ark and The Torah. They 

then went on a virtual tour of a synagogue 

before being encouraged to use the same 

website to explore synagogues around the 

world. Year 6 studied Kenya Cultures and 

Kenya Heritage sites, digging deeper in to 

their own cultures by interviewing parents, 

grandparents and friends.   

Online Art Exhibition and Years 5 & 6 SAGS 

produced some delicious looking Food Art 

(Edible Art). 

YEAR 7 Music – created their own podcasts.  

Students talked about photography, interior 

design and composing among others. Year 7 

Music – created their own Rap music on 

topics of their own choice.  

YEAR 8 learned how to use a simple plastic 

or paper cup to make music and Year 4B 

looked at Habitats making ‘shoebox 

habitats’. Mid October Year 8 returned to 

School and made the best of being back in 

the Kenton classrooms and surroundings. 

Year 8 Photography – studied photography 

techniques and tricks and then attempted to 

recreate some of the tricks they had seen.  

Examples of what they captured were 

shared online.   Writing Competition during 

early December for Year 8 pupils for Black 

History Month was well received with over 

40 separate entries forwarded to the judges.  

A difficult task to come up with a winner 

from two categories – Kenyan and Non-

Kenyan themed stories – but winners and 

their contributions were shared online.  

SENIOR WEEKLY ENGLISH 

COMPETITION revealed fantastic creations 

for the ‘Kenton Magazine Front Cover’. Early 

December the SENIOR READING 

COMPETITION was held online where all of 

the senior year groups enjoyed some 

fantastic public speaking and dramatic 

reading skills in the Reading Competition 

Finals.  Congratulations to all who took part 

and the winners from Years 5, 6, 7 & 8. 

‘GET CAUGHT READING PHOTO 

COMPETITION’  captured students 

engrossed in reading in some rather unusual 

places. ‘Look who got caught reading’ 

continued throughout this term.  Pupils 

enjoyed reading anywhere and shared 

photos of themselves reading in all sorts of 

places.  Dr. Seuss’ encouraging poem  

The more that you read 

The more things you will know 

The more that you learn 

The more places you’ll go. 

WEEKLY ENGLISH COMPETITION 

continued with students posting online.  

National Poetry Day was celebrated by 

Kenton Head Girl and Head Boy who shared 

their favourite poems. Year 7 sent in their 

own moving environmental poems ‘the 

breath of the Air’, ‘The Aquatic Ocean 

Story’, ‘The Forest’s Story’ 

KENTON VS BANDA VIRTUAL RACE – 

NAIROBI TO MARRAKESH, 8,989 KM!  

21 September saw the start of this virtual 

race - fantastic effort by pupils and teachers 



alike, running, walking, swimming and 

cycling their way across Africa (virtually of 

course), they covered a distance of 1,325km 

by October taking them to Garamba 

National Park in Democratic Rep. of Congo.  

Mid-October Kenton vs Banda Virtual race 

added another 896 km to Kenton’s total – 

pulling ever further ahead and made it all 

the way to the border of Cameroon. By the 

end of October another 962 kms were 

added stretching the lead over Banda and 

bringing Kenton total to 4162 kms reaching 

where Cameroon meets Chad. Year 3 added 

a whopping 214 km to the total one week – 

challenging other year groups to get a move 

on! 

The End of November saw the Kenton vs 

Banda Virtual Race hot up but Kenton kept 

their lead adding another 244 km to their 

overall distance.  In total 6,497 km! Banda 

managed to add an incredible 1500km and 

sat just 500km behind Kenton.  Kenton 

reached Sanctuaire de Addax in Niger. 

Teachers were congratulated for adding 200 

km to the total. Kenton entered Morocco by 

the end of November. An incredible effort 

added 1486 Km.  Year 6 notched up a huge 

225km together.   

Then early December came the heading 

‘WINNERS ARE GRINNERS’ when Year 8 

brought it home by running cross-country 

taking the overall total to 9000 km – further 

than needed – beating Banda by over 500 

kms!!  Congratulations to all who took part.  

Fantastic achievement to have travelled that 

far in just 10 weeks.   Even though the race 

was over, students were encouraged to 

keep active over Christmas, keep going out 

on bikes, going for dog walks or just running 

around cricket pitches. 

The annual KENTON POPPY APPEAL was 

cancelled but pupils and parents were 

encouraged to donate through other 

channels. 

In recognition of all the support the School 
has given OL PEJETA CONSERVATORY 
over the last few years, a photo of ‘our’ 
Rhino was shared – baby Kenton with his 
mother Solo. 

November 2020 BONFIRE NIGHT was 

cancelled but Kenton pupils were 

congratulated for the money raised: - Year 5 

students completed a marathon challenge 

between them, exceeding their joint target 

– more than 45 kms – with family and 

friends donating a massive Ksh100,000.  

Siblings from Year 7 and from Year 2 biked 

10km each to raise Ksh21,000.  A year 6 

pupil raised Ksh6,000 making and selling 

gorgeous Christmas decorations out of 

beads. Another Year 6 pupil in France during 

Lockdown invited neighbours in the street 

to a concert from her balcony raising 

Ksh20,000 – ingenious!  In total an 

amazing Ksh496,000 was raised - 

Funds are to be split between The Nest 

Orphanage and Oasis Kindergarten (a pre-

primary school in Kibera slum for 60 pupils 

aged 3 to 6). 

December 2020 – a team of Kenton Parents 

and Kenton children with Mrs. Joshi packed 

up a pick-up truck with beautifully wrapped 

shoe boxes and delivered them to The Nest 

Home in Gigiri.  On Christmas morning every 

child at the home will be given a shoe box – 

what a difference that will make to their 

Christmas Day.  Well done Kenton Students. 

Our Kenton teachers and IT staff have gone 

above and beyond and carried out some 



extraordinary tasks for the Kenton students.  

Congratulations to all!  

 

THE KENTON CHRONICLE - Tony Hockey 

continues his quest to search out and put in 

to print, valuable memories of Kenton 

College through its hundred-year history.  

Kenton still needs your help: - 

“A big thank you, to all of you who have 

contacted me with memories and 

photographs. These are of great value. 

Unfortunately, the first memory that comes 

to mind, of those of us at prep schools in the 

1940's to 1970's, is of being beaten. Most 

beatings were for trivial offences. I 

remember being beaten for borrowing a 

rubber in class. Some of you 'offload' about 

this, but do not get back to me with happier 

memories. However, the corporal 

punishment inflicted on you will not be 

brushed under the carpet, it will have to be 

mentioned. I am not sure how to word it 

yet!  I think Pete Goddard sums up the 

attitude of the time perfectly in his superb 

blog. Caning was known as 'the cuts' due to 

the wealds and bruises left on our backsides. 

Pete says, "we did not see it as shameful, 

nor as a badge of honour, it was just a fact 

of life." Please google Pete Goddard Kenton 

College 1966-71. It is a great read, and 

everything I want from you all. The value of 

the friendships made, the crazes and 

hobbies, daily life and an amusing school 

report. 

I appeal to OK girls to write in. I have only 

heard from Emily Hartley, Momoko and 

Natalie Young. Natalie was the only girl at 

Kenton, the term before the official intake. 

That is all! I would particularly like to hear 

from the first girls. 

Remember that the chapters will follow 

themes, so please send in under a specific 

heading. Sport, music, drama, crazes, break 

time, class, trips, boarding life, food etc.  

The Kenton Chronicle must be a celebration 

as well as a history.  

Finally, I leave you with this gem from the 

headmaster's speech in the mid 1950's.  

“More recently we had trouble with a 

bhang-smoker – a very good worker on the 

pots and pans – but who went rather too far 

one Saturday night when he seized his 

cooking-stove and swung it lustily on to the 

head of a harmless kitchen-boy, and 

followed this up by shrewdly biting a cook in 

the chest and someone else in the arm.  He 

is now doing time.  But these contre-temps 

have been the exceptional things have gone 

smoothly on the whole; and for this we are 

considerably indebted to the firm and tactful 

handling of the servants by Mrs. Cornish, 

who joined us last September and whose 

excellent Swahili is matched only by her 

imperturbable good humour.” 

Please be in touch with Tony on 

tonyhockey58@gmail.com  
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Finally, as we find ourselves at the 

beginning of this New Year leaving behind 

a year during which we have seen the World 

turned upside down (Old folks are 

sneaking out of the house and their kids are 

yelling at them to stay indoors!)   and 

many of you are probably Covid weary, but 

do remember every few days to try your 

jeans on just to make sure they fit. PJs will 

have you believe all is well in the Kingdom; 

we all need to practice social-distancing 

from the refrigerator!    

I trust your holiday was filled with warmth 

and cheerful celebration.    Stay Safe. 

 

 

 


